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ON THE VALUE OF PUBLISHERS'
LISTS.

4ITHIN a few weeks of the publica-
tion of this note bibliographers will
be welcoming the first volume of
Professor Arber's reprint of the
' Term Catalogues' from 1668 to
1709. If the British Museum, as

may be hoped, follows this up by printing a catalogue
of George Thomason's collection of the * traces'
printed between 1642 and 1660, our knowledge of
the output of the English book-trade will be carried
forward, by these two steps, for nearly seventy years.

For the period which follows we are largely de-
pendent'on the lists of books printed in the 'Gentle-
man's Magazine' and other reviews, which become
fairly numerous as we approach the nineteenth
century. Unfortunately these lists, though profess-
ing to be perfect, were far from being so, and many
publishers' names never appeared in them at all.
Take,- for instance, * Bent's Monthly Literary Adver-
tiser.' It will give you, no doubt, a fairly complete
list of the publications of such firms as Longmans,
Rivingtons, Cadell and Davies, and Hatchard;
but such men as Thomas Tegg of Cheapside, or
George Hughes of Tottenham Court Road, will
be looked for in vain. Either their books were
not considered of sufficient importance to be noticed,
or they could not afford to advertise in these trade
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428 ON T H E VALUE OF

journals. Here then is the stumbling-block in the
way of making anything like a complete biblio-
graphy of English literature. The work of these
minor publishers cannot be ignored. To begin
-with, the earliest efforts of many eminent literary
men have been given to the public through the
medium of some unimportant publisher. But there
are other reasons why their work should be noted.
Take as an example the case of Thomas Tegg of
Cheapside, already referred to. Several of his pub-
lications were illustrated by Bunbury, Woodward,
and Rowlandson. Hence, although the books
themselves were indifferently printed, and have
long since lost what little literary value they pos-
sessed, we want to know what they were.

How is anything like a corredt list of the pub-
lications of these minor publishers to be obtained ?
Not only are they absent from trade journals and
newspapers, but, owing to the evasion of the Copy-
right A6t, at that time very common, few of them
found their way to the shelves of the British Museum.

There is only one way to supply the deficiency,
but that is a way which promises the best results.
I refer to the lists of new, recent, or forthcoming
books, which publishers have themselves placed in
books that bear their imprints.

Sometimes these advertisements consist of only
a few lines inserted on a blank space at the end of
the preface or contents of the book, or they may
occupy the verso only, or the whole of the last leaf;
but more frequently they form a separate part of
the book, filling a sheet of eight, sixteen, and even
thirty-two pages, at the end.
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PUBLISHERS' LISTS. 429

The custom of inserting these lists dates from
the time of the Commonwealth, and I have very
little doubt that most of the publishers, certainly
the smaller ones, during the remainder of the seven-
teenth and throughout the eighteenth century
adopted it. But it is needless to add that most
of these lists, especially where they formed the end
sheets of books, have been destroyed, having been
regarded by the owners of the books as unsightly
and superfluous, and condemned to removal by the
binder. At the same time, I have no doubt that
there are a great many more of these lists in
existence than anyone imagines.

As a practical illustration of the value of such
publishers' lists, I have compiled the following record
of the issues of Thomas Tegg of Cheapside, during
the years 1808-9, from four of his books of that
period, viz.: * Chesterfield Travestie,' 1808 ; 'The
Comic Works' of G. M. Woodward, 1808; John
Davis's 'Life of Chatterton,' 1808; and Sterne's
' Sentimental Journey,' 1809:

1. Art of Ingeniously tormenting, with plates by Woodward and
Rowlandson. 5*.

*a. Beauties of Tom Brown. 4*.
• 3 . Enfield's Elements of Natural Theology.

4. Caricature Magazine or Hudibrastic Mirror.
•5 . Woodward's Comic Works in prose and poetry. 41. 6tL
•6 . Mariner's Marvellous Magazine. 60 nos. @ hi.

7. Tegg's New Musical Magazine. 20 nos. @ (nL
•8. Davis's Life of Chatterton. 4*.

(). Johnson's Dictionary Improved. 4/. 6tL
10. Barrington's New London Spy, 1808, 1809. is. bd.
11. The Post Captain; or a view of Naval Society and Manners.

The third edition, by Dr. Moore. Price js. in boards.
12. Poetical works of George Keate, Esq. (author of Sketches
a- from Nature). 2 vols. Fine plates. 71. boards.
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ON THE VALUE OF

13. Collingwood's Life and Anecdotes of Nelson. A new
edition. Plates. 3*. boards.

14. Milton's Paradise Lost. A new edition with Head Lines.
N.B. Tegg's edition. 3/. bd. in boards.

15. The Progress of a Corrupt Senator, after Hogarth. 6 plates.
4_r. plain, js. bd. coloured.

16. In the press, nearly ready for publication. Steven's Lecture
on Heads. A new edition. [Illustrated by Rowlandson.]

17. The New Dunciad ; or Fads and Anecdotes illustrative of
anonymous criticism. Price is.

18. The Myrtle and Vine, or the Complete Vocal Library, in 12
numbers at is. each; or is. bd. coloured, embellished with
capital portraits by De Wilde.

19. The New Wits Magazine ; or Eccentric Calendar com-
plete in 15 numbers at bd. each.

20. Bewick's Quadrupeds, abridged by Holloway. 7/.
21. Belfour's Literary Fables. 4 plates. J$.
22. Smart's Poems. 2 vols. 7/.
23. Bacon's Fables of the Ancients. 5/.
24. Lackington's Confessions, is. bd.
25. Lord Chesterfield's Advice, is.
26. Florian's Works. 2 vols. ys.
27. Letters to Alcander. 2 vols. p.
28. Gazeteer of the Netherlands. 5/.
29. Tableau de la vie. 2 torn. bs.
30. Dr. Watts Psalms and Hymns, steterotyped [tic], y M.

•31. Chesterfield Travestie with ten fine plates. 4/. bd.
•32. The Beauties of Sterne, with two caricatures [by Rowland-

son]. 4/. bd.

Of the thirty-two books above mentioned, only
the seven which I have distinguished by a star are
in the British Museum, and it is doubtful whether
many of the others would be found in other public
libraries. Some of them arc known by later editions
from the same publishing house, or issued by other
publishers. There is, for instance, a later issue of
Barrington's * New London Spy ' and Dr. J. Moore's
novel of * The Post Captain,' while Steven's * Letture
on Heads' is known to us from an edition published
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PUBLISHERS' LISTS. 431

by Vernon and Hood, but with Tegg's name on
the plates. The ' Caricature Magazine' is only
known to us from an engraving of the cover in
Grego's ' Rowlandson,' and there are many others
which one would very much like to see, as Tegg's
edition of * Paradise Lost,' * The Progress of a
Corrupt Senator, after Hogarth,' Bewick's ' Quad-
rupeds,' and • The Myrtle and the Vine.'

The only disquieting feature about these lists is
that even when we have them we cannot be sure
that we have a complete list of the publications
for any one year. Thus the thirty-two books
enumerated above do not include Geoffrey Gam-
bado's ' Academy for Grown Horsemen,' a humorous
production, illustrated with highly diverting cuts,
the joint work of Bunbury and Rowlandson; nor
the ' Annals of Sporting,' by Caleb Quizem, another
book on much the same lines, which Tegg issued
in 1809 ; nor his editions of'Baron Muncnausen,'
or ' Hudibras,' both published in the latter year.
So that it is very probable that other items are
missing. But such as they are these lists supply
us with the most authentic record available of
Tegg's publications for those years, and without
them we may safely say it would be impossible to
record more than twenty or thirty per cent of his
issues. And there are scores of similar cases. It
is thus much to be hoped that no more of these
lists may be destroyed in rcbinding, but that
librarians and private owners will do all that is
possible to preserve and register them, so that
when bibliographers begin to work more seriously
at the publications of the eighteenth and nineteenth
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432 ON T H E VALUE OF

centuries the information which these lists alone
preserve may be forthcoming.

As I have used Thomas Tegg as an illustration
for this paper, perhaps some of my readers may be
interested in the two following advertisements of
this enterprising publisher. The first appeared in
'The Times 'of Thursday, January 7th, 1808, and
the other in Berrow's'Worcester Journal' of Septem-
ber 8th, 1808. No doubt there are many collectors
of such curiosities who could show better ones:

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

W H A T 'S best our sorrows for dispelling ?
The Caricatures which Tegg is selling.
But are they humorous andqueer ones ?
Aye, that they are, and very rare ones.
How many, pray ? There s a variety.
What characrers ? Of notoriety.
But say without dissimulation
Does he charge in moderation ?
So moderate, you'll be content,
And save a hundred, Sir, per Cent.
Pray where does Mr. Tegg abide ?
It's in the City, Sir; Cheapside.
And what's his number, odd or even ?
Odd 'tis one hundred and eleven.

The Caricature Magazine is published in numbers at it. each.
Also the Political Caricature, ditto ditto, Likewise the Laughable
Magazine, ditto. One number of each regularly every fortnight.

The second advertisement is in prose:

TEGG'S MARINER'S MARVELLOUS MAGAZINE

T H I S day is published in duodecimo, printed on a fine wove paper
and new Type, embellished with a large quarto engraving of the
melancholy Shipwreck and Death of Lord Rovston and Suit, to be
continued Weekly, price only Sixpence, No. 1 of
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PUBLISHERS' LISTS. 433

Tegg's Mariner's Marvellous Magazine, or Wonders of the
Ocean; containing the most remarkable Adventures and Relations
of Mariners, Shipwrecks, Providential Deliverances, and curious
natural discoveries in various parts of the Globe; including Narra-
tives of the Unparalleled Sufferings of Seamen, by Algenne Cor-
sairs, Barbarity of Savages, Enemies, Officers and Crews ; Canni-
bals, Captivity, Cruelties, Excessive Fatigue, Executions, Famine,
Fire, Frost, Foundering, Hurricane, Impaling, Inhuman Treat-
ment, Lightning, Murder, Pressgangs, Plunder, Piracy, Quick-
sand, Rocks, Storms, Shoals, Slavery, Sharks by Sea and Land,
Shipwrecks, Trepanning, Tornado, Water Spouts, and other
Disasters at Sea. Together with an account of numerous singular
miraculous escapes from the most imminent perils by various
extraordinary means

"Yet here let list'ning sympathy prevail
While conscious truth unfolds her piteous tale."

FALCONER.

London: Published by Thomas Tegg, i l l , Cheapside; and may
be had on application to the Printers of this Paper, or to any
Bookseller or Newsman in Great Britain.

H. R. PLOMER.

III. F F
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